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A L T E R N A T I V E  P R O C E S S ?

Launched in 2013

Ryder Architecture 
spotted a talent gap 

in the sector
6 construction 

industry 
placements

Higher Apprenticeship 
programme in Design, 

Construction and 
Management

2-year study 
programme, 

consisting of four days 
placement and 

one day in college
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H O W  D I D  I T  S T A R T ?

Now supported by 
over 20 companies in 

the North East

B&W joined the 
scheme in September 

2018

Currently on our 
13th  placement

2 apprentices joined 
over this period

2016
Pioneered and driven by Ryder, 

Mark Thompson and more 

recently, Peter Barker



BLACK & WHITE ENGINEERING

P L A N B E E  P R O G R A M  /  P A T H
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W H Y  D I D  B & W  J O I N ? Impressive concept 
of the scheme

Rigorous application 
and interview process 

to enrolee

Opportunity to 
attract some 

exciting talent

Local university 
courses closing 

for BSE

Scheme had an 
excellent reputation

Construction shortage 
of young talent
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H O W  D O  B & W  U S E  T H E  S C H E M E ?

Student undertake 
initial 2 week 
introduction 
programme

Assign a mentor to 
work closely with 

the student

Work in our 4 main 
disciplines over the 4-

month placement

Work with the mentor to 
allow NVQ credits to be 

achieved during placement

AN EXTENDED 
MEMBER OF THE 

B&W TEAM!
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W H A T  D O  T H E  S T U D E N T  G E T  B A C K ?

Receive a starting salary of circa £18,278 

per annum on top of all tuition fees and a guaranteed 

job opportunity on graduation.

Contractors

Project 

Management

Quantity Surveying

Site Roles

Engineering

Building 

Services

Civil / Structural

Architecture

Project 

Management

Architect

Architectural 

Technician

Project Managers

Project 

Management

Quantity 

Surveying

Digital 

Engineering

Great experience 

of the different 

sectors
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W H A T  D O  T H E  S T U D E N T  G E T  B A C K ?

2021 Job 
Positions
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T H E  N U M B E R S

54 PlanBEE
graduates since 
2016 (5 cohorts)

Increased From 10 
founding sponsors to 
over 40 companies 

involved

98% progressed into 
permanent jobs (majority 

with Sponsors) and majority 
with Honours degrees

33 new starts 
in 2022

(18 North East & 
15 Manchester)

Cohort size 
increased from 

10-12 to 
15+ in 2022 
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S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S

Jody Morris

Trainee Quantity Surveyor 

with Bowmer & Kirkland -

Graduated 2018

Luke Oldfield

Assistant site manager 

with Tolent – Graduated 

2019

Construction Engineering 

Management (BSc)

Jess Morgan

Trainee Quantity 

Surveyor with Gleeds –
Graduated 2020

Quantity Surveying 

Degree Apprenticeship

Liam Philpot

Trainee Architect with

Ryder – Graduated 2020

Final design project 

featured in the September 

edition of the Architects 

Journal magazine.
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Site Management Roles:

“One thing I would say about all of 

the students and certainly the 

ones we have taken on is the 

attitude has been superb.”

Richard Wood

S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S

James 

Clift

Learning quickly.

Cameron 

Atkins

Making excellent 

progress.

Conall 

Wade

great attitude

Nikhil 

Bhandari 

Great enthusiasm and 

learning quickly
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W H A T  E L S E ?

Sponsors

Government’s Kickstart 
Scheme, which hopes to 

address the issues of youth 
unemployment exacerbated by 

the COVID-19 pandemic

Six work experience 
candidates, undertaking 

four,  six-week placements 

2020
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W H A T  E L S E ?

SponsorsWorking with the companies 
involved in the build and 

undertaking placements to 
understand the different 

sectors

Two students gained 
jobs within the 

Construction sector Remaining 
students 
attained 

jobs 

2020



BLACK & WHITE ENGINEERING

W H A T S  N E X T ?

In 2021, PlanBEE Manchester was launched. The programme

builds on the successful higher apprenticeship models that 

have been running in both the North East and North West.

To find out more about the scheme or joining. 

Please speak to me or google ‘ PlanBEE Gateshead 

College’ or talk to your peers.

LONDON SCOTLAND VANCOUVER


